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a tension between “personal” and “private,” words that have long been treated as virtually
synonymous. Hence, users treat their phones as extensions of their bodies, but handle them
with every expectation of state surveillance.

8. Brown, Baldridge, Esteva, and Zu, “The Substantial Words Are in the Ground and
Sea,” 326.

9. Burrito Justice, “Judgmental Map of San Francisco in the 1860s.”

10. For information on the Shadow App and the chaotic caucus, see Schneider, “What
We Know about the App That Delayed Iowa's Caucus Results.” For a critique of Barnes &
Noble’s “literary blackface,” see De Le6n, “Barnes & Noble, Criticized for Book Covers, Pulls
Plug on Diverse Editions Project.”

11. Andersen and Pold, The Metainterface, 81.

12. Ibid., 108-9.

13. Ibid., 105-7.

14. See Noble’s Algorithms of Oppression.

15. For a brilliant eulogy on the “good internet,” and consideration of its place in the
canon of required reading for undergraduates, see Maciak, “The Good Internet Is His-
tory.” Maciak borrows the term “the good internet”—a name for the years in which ambi-
tious editors curated early work by writers from Jia Tolentino to Hanif Abdurragib—from
Gawker founder Nick Denton, whose website was maliciously targeted for closure by Pay-
pal founder Peter Thiel. Despite Thiel's legitimate frustration with Gawker, which outed
him as gay, his willingness to fund onerous lawsuits against the organization has measur-
ably reduced outlets for investigative journalism on the internet.

16. Gates, The Road Ahead, 180.

17. Baum, Nine Lives, xiii.

18. Sutter, “Holy cow.”

19. Baum, Nine Lives, x.

20. These adjectives reference scholarship and popular writing on New Orleans. The
texts include Cowen and Seifter, The Inevitable City; Lewis, New Orleans; Powell, The Acci-
dental City; and Solnit and Snedeker, Unfathomable City.

21. Kolbert, “Louisiana’s Disappearing Coast.”

22. Chun, Updating to Remain the Same, 63. I borrow this phrase, which Chun uses to
describe the minimization and habituation of catastrophe on platforms like Twitter, to
think about what might be gained by a more responsive, adaptable new media environment.

23. Sutter, “And then there’s this thing”

24. Grunwald and Glasser, “The Slow Drowning of New Orleans.”

25. Solnit and Snedeker, Unfathomable City, 2.

26. Tarantino, Reservoir Dogs.

27. Moore, “10 Years Post-Katrina.”

28. Despite the long associations of southernness and premodernity, the slow states of
the Deep South were the fast-moving capitals of capital in antebellum America. “Already
vital to the American economy by the start of the 1830s,” writes Joshua Rothman, “over
the course of the decade cotton crops brought to market by southwestern growers swelled
capital accumulation that accelerated national economic development, furthered the rising
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position of the United States as a global power, and cemented cotton’s place as the most
signiﬁcam commodity on earth.” Rothman, Flush Times and Fever Dreams, 3.

29. Chun, Updating to Remain the Same, 12-13.

30. Baurick, “Is Louisiana Really Losing a Football Field of Land Per Hour?”
31. Solnit and Snedeker, Unfathomable City, frontispiece.

32. Ibid., 20, 38, 125.

33. Ibid., 3, 48—49.

34. Ibid., 4-5.

35. Anderson, “Louisiana Loses Its Boot.”

36. Madrigal, “The Perfect Selfishness of Mapping Apps.”

37. Anderson, “Louisiana Loses Its Boot.”

38. Snyder, “Smokey the Bear Sutra.”

39. Solnit and Snedeker, Unfathomable City, 2.

40. Sutter, “Okay, all the texture you've got going on in here?"
41. Anderson, “Louisiana Loses Its Boot.”

42. Azzarello, Three Hundred Years of Decadence, 7.

43. Sutter, “Anyway."
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